
Request Board approval authorizing the Director of the Department of Parks and Recreation to enter 
into an agreement with the State of California Department of Water Resources to provide services 
relative to the implementation of a dreissenid mussel inspection and education program at Castaic 
Lake and Pyramid Lake.  The Department will be fully reimbursed for providing these services.

SUBJECT

May 31, 2011

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

APPROVAL OF AN AGREEMENT WITH THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES

TO CREATE A DREISSENID MUSSEL INSPECTION AND EDUCATION PROGRAM
AT CASTAIC LAKE AND PYRAMID LAKE
(SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICT 5) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD:

1.     Find the proposed action is categorically exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
according to Sections 15308 and 15309 of the State California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines, 
and Classes 8 and 9 of the Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines, adopted 
by your Board on November 17, 1987 because the project is considered an action to protect or 
enhance the environment and consists of activities limited to inspections.

2.     Approve and adopt the attached Resolution authorizing the Director of Parks and Recreation, 
as an agent for the County of Los Angeles, to accept and execute  an Agreement with the State of 
California Department of Water Resources, effective July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2014 in the 
maximum amount of $1,798,347 for the purpose of providing services relative to a dreissenid mussel 
inspection and education program at Castaic Lake and Pyramid Lake.
 
3.     Delegate authority to the Director of Parks and Recreation, or his designee, to execute the 
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agreement and all future amendments, modifications, extensions, renewals and augmentations to 
said agreement if it is deemed necessary and in the best interest of the County of Los Angeles.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The potential spread of the non-native dreissenid mussels to Los Angeles County is a significant 
concern due to the negative economic impacts associated with their introduction and proliferation in 
freshwater bodies of water.  These mussels cause great economic damage when they infest pipes, 
pumps, or other components of municipal and industrial water supply systems or power plant cooling 
systems.  In addition to the potential damage on water purveyance systems, these mussels can 
seriously disrupt and negatively affect the ecosystem of freshwater lakes and rivers.  Once a water 
system is infested, the costly measures required to eradicate these mussels can have serious 
detrimental effects on the recreational aspects of a freshwater lake or river system. 

Presently, the Department of Parks and Recreation, (Department) has implemented screening 
interviews and inspection protocols to prevent the introduction of the mussels through infested boats 
that recreate at Castaic Lake.  Under the current program, watercraft whose owners have indicated 
that they have recently recreated in an infected waterway must pass an inspection prior to launching. 
 However, this approach has two primary limitations affecting State of California (State) lakes 
operated by the County of Los Angeles: it assumes that all information provided during the screening 
interview is credible, and there is no current screening or inspection program in place at Pyramid 
Lake, which is located just 16 miles to the north and is the source of water for Castaic Lake.  
Although the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department currently provides public safety services at 
Pyramid Lake, there is no watercraft inspection program in place at this time.

The Department requests Approval of Agreement Number 4600009252 (Attachment I) with the State 
of California Department of Water Resources to implement a comprehensive mussel prevention 
program which will be fully reimbursed by the State. This program will enable the Department to 
inspect every watercraft allowed to launch at Castaic Lake and Pyramid Lake.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

The recommended agreement will further the County’s Strategic Plan Goals of Operational 
Effectiveness (Goal 1) through the provision of quality recreational services at a savings over County 
costs, and Community and Municipal Services (Goal 3) by enriching the lives of County residents 
and visitors by ensuring quality regional open space, recreational and public works infrastructure 
services for County residents and deliver customer-oriented municipal services to the County’s 
diverse unincorporated communities.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

The proposed agreement will provide a maximum of $1,798,347 for program costs from the State 
Department of Water Resources to allow the Department to implement a comprehensive dreissenid 
mussel inspection and education program through June 30, 2014.  There is no Net County Cost 
resulting from this action.

OPERATING BUDGET IMPACT

Funding needed for the Fiscal Year 2011-12 Dreissenid Mussel Inspection and Education Program 
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will be included in the Final Adopted Budget at no Net County Cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The attached Resolution approves the Agreement and delegates authority to the Director of Parks 
and Recreation to execute the Agreement on behalf of the County of Los Angeles.  

County Counsel has reviewed and approved the attached Resolution and Agreement as to form.  
Upon Board approval, the Contract will be in effect for a period of 36 months commencing July 1, 
2011 through June 30, 2014. 

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed project is categorically exempt from California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) 
according to Sections 15308 and 15309 of the State CEQA Guidelines, and Classes 8 and 9 of the 
Environmental Document Reporting Procedures and Guidelines, adopted by your Board on 
November 17, 1987 because the project is considered an action to protect or enhance the 
environment and consists of activities limited to inspections.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

Each watercraft allowed to launch at Castaic Lake or Pyramid Lake will undergo a thorough 
inspection by a trained Department staff member.  The watercraft will be required to be clean of all 
debris and completely dry and should not have recreated in an infected lake within seven days prior 
to launching at Castaic Lake or Pyramid Lake.  Watercraft that fails inspection will be prevented from 
launching.  

Once a watercraft has been deemed safe and granted lake access, Department staff will apply 
"bands" connecting the watercraft to the trailer when the vessel exits the lake.  This will ensure the 
inspected vessel is not used between launchings and upon return to Castaic Lake or Pyramid Lake, 
watercrafts with intact bands can bypass future inspections.   This certification program will ensure 
that all watercraft have been thoroughly inspected, avoid redundant screening and reduce 
processing time by allowing staff to concentrate on watercraft that have not been previously 
inspected.  

This watercraft inspection and certification program will increase resource protection and reduce 
waiting time for boaters who regularly visit Castaic and Pyramid lakes. The approval of this 
agreement is part of the Department’s continuing effort to provide the best possible service to the 
public in a cost-effective manner.  Based on data from similar inspection programs in Southern 
California, it is estimated that anywhere between two percent and 11 percent of watercraft attempting 
to launch at Castaic Lake and Pyramid Lake will fail inspection.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval by your Board, please instruct the Executive Office Clerk of the Board to forward two 
adopted copies of this letter to the Department of Parks and Recreation.
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Respectfully submitted,

RUSS GUINEY

Director

RG:HS:hm

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel
Executive Officer, Board of Supervisors
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